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officials would naturally tend to encourage the idea of
an "invasion. * Presumably they were responsible for
those remarkable maps which were issued to the
troops, and showed where everything—from pine-apples
to platinum—could be obtained in this new Eldorado,
Much of Ethiopia is rocky desert, the low-lying parts
of which are as uninviting as any parts of the globe*
There are, however, large tracts of fertile table-lands*
at a height of over 6,000 feet, where Europeans can live
fairly comfortably. Parts of the heavily-wooded wes£
and south have a kind of lush tropical richness. Coffee
grows like a weed, and perhaps originally came from
this area. Some millets and cotton could be cultivated
more extensively, but there seems little agriculturally
which would be worth exporting the five hundred miles
and more to a Red Sea port, or by steamer down the
Nile. Coffee at present is a drug on the market in more
senses than one. The existence of minerals, worth
working economically, has been the subject of innumer-
able discussions. Much of the country ha$ been pros-
pected without any very definite results except for the
small platinum workings of the Prasso concession, ia
Western Abyssinia. Mountainous countries, like the
Riff, are usually reputed to be full of minerals until they
come under European control. If Ethiopia had contained
any great possibilities for successful mining, neither the
Emperor, nor his advisers, Mr* Colson and Mr- Hatt,
would have discouraged their development.
It is probable that Signor Mussolini hojsed that tbe
land would allow the settlement, on a subsistence basis*
of a certain number of southern Italians, who are pre-
pared to live at a standard far below most Europeans*
He may have believed that it would produce some oil
and a few precious metals* At any rate it had possibilities*

